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CoMMUNICATIONS. 


ON THE REMOVAL OF ENLARGED 
TONSILS WITHOUT CUTTING, WITH 
123 CASES. 


By A. Ruppaner, M. D., 
Of New York City. 
(CONCLUDED ) 


Case 5.—Mrs. B. C——, about thirty-two, 
had suffered several years from repeated at- 
tacks of quinsy, complicated with bronchitis. 
The least exposure to wet and cold was sure 
to bring on an attack of sore throat and 
cough. Gifted with a fine voice, she was 
obliged to discontinue singing aJtogether, as 
the least exertion in that direction made her 
more hoarse. 

To escape our severe winter weather, Mrs. 
C. visited the South annually, and had just 
con.pleted her arrangements for departure, 
when she consulted me in December, 1865. 
Condition: Fauces congested, uvula elonga- 
ted. tonsils much enlarged, and bearing the 
marks of repeated ulcerations, catarrh well 
marked, epiglottis depressed, the larynx con- 
gested, the voice husky and weak. 

Proposed to remove the uvula and tonsils, 
which at first was strongly objected to, princi- 
pally because she had been aavised not to 
have the tonsils removed, lest the disease 
might go to the lungs. As I, however, re- 
garded the removal of the tonsils as the only 
means of putting an end to her sufferings, and 
willing to assume all responsibility of future 
untoward consequences, I obtained her con- 
sent, and removed the tonsils with the paste 
leisurely, and with great care. 

In consequence of her delicate constitution 
and nervous temperament, the process was 
slower than usual, but resulted in complete 
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success. Far from the disease going to the 
lungs, or the voice becoming weaker, Mrs. C. 
has recovered her voice, and has had no attack 
of sore throat, whatever, to this day, to require 
interference on my part. 

Case 6.—A. G., et. 10, a girl of strumous con- 
stitution, was brought to me by her father, 
upon the recommendation of his family physi- 
cian. 

Unusually intelligent for her age, she was, 
on the other hand, thin, pale, weak. Her 
speech was thick, so as to be scarcely intelli- 
gible at times to her parents and friends. But 
what first attracted attention was her loss of 
hearing. Slightly defective at first, a watch 
became inaudible, even when held close to the 
ear. Her respiration was affected, and some- 
times she complained of pains in the chest, 
with headache, giddiness, dimness of sight, 
pointing to a disordered circulation in the 
brain, great susceptibility to colds in the head, 
and attacks of quinsy, which latter disease left 
her each time in a worse condition than before. 
Such symptoms could only be produced by 
confirmed tonsillary disease, and on examina- 
tion I found, of course, both tonsils of such 
enlarged size as almost to obliterate the aper- 
ture between the mouth and pharynx. 

Could not obtain consent to the operation 
of excision. Applied, therefore, the paste 
every other day or so, till the hypertrophy 
was removed on both sides. Tonic and altera- 
tive medicines were a!so administered. 

First of all, the hearing, so much impaired, 
gradually, but steadily improved, and remained 
perfect to this day. The general health—res- 
piration, digestion, strength and growth, much 
retarted as might be expected at first, under- 
went soon a marked beneficial change, and 
the misery consequent upon the complaint 
gave way to health and happiness. 

Case 7.—Susan M., set. 19, school mistress, 
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was referred to me, suffering from an acute 
attack of cynanche tonsillaris, complicated 
withasub-inflammatory affection of the trachea 
and larger bronchi. This latter condition, I 
became satisfied, depended upon the diseased 
tonsils. The least exposure to wet or cold, 
the least draft, etc., brought on an attack of 
quinsy. Gargles, stimulant and astringent, 
and caustic applications, proved of no avail. 
She had often been advised to have the tonsils 
cut out, but could not, on account of fear, 
submit to the operation. 

The acute symptoms having subsided under 
appropriate treatment, she finally consented 
to have the tonsils reduced by the paste. Af- 
ter seven applications they were sufficiently 
reduced to the delight of the patient. All 
throat troubles ceased from that moment, and 
the improvement in health and strength has 
been most marked. 

Case 8.—A medical friend sent to me Mrs. 
B., et. 27, who had enlarged tonsils with 
irritable throat. An effort had been made to 
reduce the enlarged glands by the application 
of the solid nitrate of silver for a continuous 
period of two months without success, except 
that there were a few holes in the gland. I 
applied the paste and succeeded in removing 
the hypertrophy after six applications. Hav- 
ing been under the treatment so long it seemed 
to her almost impossible that the tonsils could 
have disappeared already. An examination 
of her own throat by reflected light, however, 
convinced her of the fact. Her general im- 
provement was equally rapid and satisfactory. 

Case 9.—Mr. A. M., et. 36, has been aware 
that he suffered from enlarged tonsils for years, 
but owing to a prejudice of his mother against 
any operation, could not make up his mind to 
have the troublesome glands excised. Of late 
his sleep had, however, been much distarbed, 
and he was accused of snoring so loud that 
those who slept near him on the same floor had 
no chance of rest. Annoyed by these frequent 
complaints of others, he appled to me for re- 
lief. I stated the sine qua non to be excision 
or the paste. Ofcourse, he chose the latter. 
Twelve applications sufficed, and, therewith, 
was also an end to the snoring and subsequent 
complaints. 

Case 10.—Mr. H. B., a gentleman of large 
and robust build, aet. 55, enjoys excellent 
health, with the exception that he has suffered 
for over twenty years with periodical attacks 
of ulcerated sore throat and quinsy. Aside 
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ease, he had always a dread. least the disease, 

being cured and driven from the throat, might 

make its appearance in some other form in his 

lungs. Hence he refused any applications, nor 

would he consent to a removal of the tonsils. 

In September of 1868, returning from a long 
and fatiguing journey on business West, dur- 
ing which he caught a severe cold, I was tele- 
graphed to meet him at once at Albany the 

next day. Arrived there, I found my patient 

suffering from an extremely severe attack of 

quinsy with extensive submucous inflammation 

of the adjacent parts. Too late for an opera- 
tion, I ordered the necessary remedies until 

the tonsils should be in a condition to be re- 
lieved of the pus that was gathering, and ad- 
vised the patient to stay in Albany for a few 

days. This he declined to do, prefering to go 
home to Rutland, there being no immediate 
danger to be apprehended, except the great 
discomfort from which he suffered. Three 
days later I was telegraphed for to visit Rut 
land, as Mr. B. had not improved, but was 
rather getting worse. Arrived there I found 
the aspect of things entirely changed. The 
tonsils were much swollen, and in a condition 
of suppuration. The uvula was also much 
swollen and laying between or rather upon the 
point of union of the enlarged glands. The 
surrounding cellular tissue of the pharynx and 
post-nasal space was cedematous, and in some 
parts there were collections of pus. Scarcely 
able to breathe, the patient was much reduced 
in strength, not to speak of his inability to 
swallow food. Pulse, 110; face flushed. I pro- 
ceeded to make several free incisions into both 
tonsils so as to evacuate the pus. The quan- 
tity discharged from these incisions was some- 
thing surprising. Incisions were also made 
into the subcellular tissue of the pharynx 
from which pus freely discharged. The relief 
afforded was at once marked and gratifying. 
Breathing was rendered easy, and swallowing 
at least tolerably passible. Later in the day 
the uvula was also excised. 

From the following day, when I returned to 
New York, till two months later, when Mr. 
B. visited me, all went well. The inflamma- 
tion had subsided, the uvula healed, but the 
chronic enlargement of the tonsils of course 
remained. I proceeded now to apply the paste 
regularly every other day. In three weeks 
the glands had disappeared. Subsequent treat 
ment also relieved him of his catarrh. He has 
continued well to this date, and tells me that 





from the constant anoyance caused by the dis- 





he has not felt so well for twenty years. 
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Case 11.—Master H., et. 12, was brought to 
me by his father, presenting the usual symp- 
toms of enlarged tonsils, viz: Difficult breath- 
ing, imperfection of speech, impaired hearing 
and snoring at night. Hasan attack of quinsy 
every few months. Naturally strong and ro- 
bust, he is now pale, weak, unwilling to learn 
or to play. 

The paste was applied to the enlarged glands 
as usual. In a few weeks a marked improve- 
ment was visible in his hearing, breathing and 
speech. He is entirely restored. 

Case 12.—Miss D., a bright little girl of 13 
years, was brought to me October, 1868, at the 
instance of an uncle of hers, also a physician, 
for the purpose of getting relief from enlarged 
tonsils, which had already, but too visibly, 
produced all the injurious consequences so 
common in cases of this class. 

One of the tonsils was excised with the guil- 
lotine, the other, long in shape and deep set, 
was removed by the paste. Later the uvula, 
much elongated, was also excised. The girl 
improved rapidly, and thus far I have not 
heard of any relapse. 

I shall conclude this recital of cases with the 
statement, that in one family I have operated 
in two, and in another in three cases, nearly 
at one and the same time with perfect success. 
The patients were all young; girls and boys 
between the ages of 10 and 14. 

Resume.— The extreme prevalence of tonsil- 
lary enlargement in our climate, and the many 
morbid conditions of the adjacent parts thereby 
engendered, as illustrated in the foregoing 
cases, and as might be enlarged upon by many 
more, deserve, I think, more than a passing 
notice. 

What then are the most common effects 
produced by these morbid glands, and what 
important functions are embarrassed and often 
seriously injured thereby ? 

Ist. The general health becomes deranged, 
and the growth of young persons is thereby 
arrested. A single inspection of the enlarged 
tonsils will demonstrate that foul secretions 
issue from the numberless lacun:ze with which 
the tonsils are covered. Naturally, the food 
in its passage from the throat to the stomach 
must become impregnated with these foul se- 
cretions, and instead of reaching the stomach 
in a pure state, becomes an instrument of 
disease in that very organ through which it 
ought to supply nourishment to the body. 

2d. The headache, of which such persons 
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often complain, though, no doubt, in part due 
to the derangement of the stomach, is chiefly 
owing to the pressure of the enlarged tonsils 
upon the carotid artery, by which the supply 
of blood to the brain is diminished, and bodily 
and mental development impaired. 

3d. The air which the patient breathes is 
rendered impure in its passage over the 
diseased tonsils into the lungs. There islittle, 
if any difference, between this state of things 
and living in an unhealthy atmosphere. Im- 
pure air must injure the blood in its passage 
through the lungs, and the blood in turn, thus 
imperfectly arrested, must become the instru- 
ment of carrying the end of disease to every 
part of the body. 

Again, much injury is done, because in cases 
where the size of the tonsils is so considerable 
as to approximate together very closely, with 
the uvula laying between and above, the aper- 
ture for the ingress and egress of the breath is 
very small. This condition is aggravated by 
the thick, viscid secretion, which exudes from 
the glands and seriously interferes with respi- 
ration. In such cases suffocation becomes im- 
minent, if these diseased tonsils become in- 
flamed. Take good care not to mistake such a 
condition of things for an affection of the 
lungs, for the seat of the hard breathing and 
rattling is not in the chest, but in the throat. 
During and after the period of first dentition, 
many a mother has witnessed such an attack 
m her child, but ascribed it to the wrong 
source. 

In conjunction with this obstructed process 
of respiration is found the impediment of swal- 
lowing, varying in degree with the size of the 
diseased glands and the calibre of the throat. 
It may amount from a slight difficulty of swal- 
lowing to a degree that every morsel of food 
which is swallowed occasions severe dyspnea, 
or may even be followed by momentary, spas- 
modic closure of the larynx, during which the 
person is in imminent danger of suffocation. 

Such persons always breathe with their 
mouth open; the nostrils are enlarged, the 
ale nasi in constant motion, and peculiarly 
erect; during sleep they have their eyes 
only partially closed, and snore, which is to 
be ascribed to the vibrations of the pendulous 
palate stretched out upon the tonvils. 

4th. This unhealthy state of the throat, that 
is, this constant effusion and accumulation of 
unhealthy mucus from the diseased glands ren- 
ders every person, more or less, liable to ca- 
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tarrhal affections, which may, and generally 
does, extend to the naso-pharyngeal space 
above, and the larynx, trachea and bronchi be- 
low. Rarely do they pass through a winter 
without an attack of quinsy or inflammation of 
the trachea. An irritable condition of the 
throat remains, predisposing to bronchial af- 
fections, which may return every season with 
increased severity. Too much importance can- 
not be attached to the fact, that children with 
enlarged tonsils incur much greater risks when 
they become subject to eruptive fevers, such 
as measels and scarlatina, or to those other 
dreaded diseases of childhood, croup and 
whooping cough, than children whose throats 
are in a healthy condition. These facts are 
so true and constant, that every physician can 
bear testimony to their correctness. And I 
have operated on children with throat disease 
who had suffered repeatedly from attacks of 
croup, in whom these attacks entirely ceased 
after the removal of the tonsils. 

5th. Persuns affiicted in this manner are also 
regularly liable to attacks of aphonia, the re- 
sult of irritation and relaxation of the vocal 
cords. Young ladies are especially subject to 
this complaint. When they attempt to con- 
verse, but more particularly when they under- 
take to sing, this annoyance is very great, as 
the voice is always husky. 

6th. Another well marked result of enlarged 
tonsils, is the deterioration known by the term 
of thick speech, which, according to the posi- 
tion of the glands in the throat, may be termed 
either guttural or nasal. In the former case, 
when the glands project from the palatine 
arches, and hang down towards the glottis, 
the words are mumbled together in aconfused 
manner, the person cannot be understood at 
the usual distance, and we approach involun- 
tarily as if to catch the sounds of the voice 
which lacks flexibility, expression, and is mo- 
notonous. In the latter case, the morbid 
growth extending upwards, encroaching upon 
the cavities of the naso-pharyngeal space, the 
voice becomes nasal; the individual talks, as 
the phrase goes, through the nose, which, how- 
ever, is not the case, as the person cannot 
speak through the nose, but lacks that very 
essential which gives to the voice its ‘“‘timbre,”’ 
that is, speaking through the nose as well as 
through the mouth. 

But the baneful influence of enlarged tonsils 
upon the general developement of speech is 
most forcibly brought to our mind in the ob- 
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servation of young children just learning to 
speak. The mother wonders why the child 
learns to talk so slowly; why it is that the 
little one is often unable to pronounce certain 
letters; the unwillingness of the child to utter 
distinctly what it is told to, and the uncon- 
scious desire to give vent to other sounds in- 
stead. A single glance into the throat of the 
child explains the whole difficulty, the cause, 
effect and remedy. 

Equally true it is, that children who at first 
speak properly and distinctly, when enlarged 
tonsils make their appearance are gradually 
unable to speak intelligibly and perfectly. 
The tone of the voice becomes unpleasant, 
words are frequently slurred over or only par- 
tially pronounced, until it is difficult to under- 
stand them. 

7th. Enlarged and diseased tonsils give very 
often rise to partial or complete deafness by 
pressing upon the guitural extremity of the 
Eustachian tube, thereby either partially or 
completely closing it. Nor is this the only 
manner in which enlarged tonsils can affect 
the organ of hearing. In consequence of the 
constant irritation produced in the throat by 
the enlarged glands and the unhealthy mucous 
exuded therefrom, the mucous membrane of 
the pharynx, nasal passages, eustachian tubes 
and cavities of the tympanum, is in a constant 
state of inflammation. The patient suffers 
from constant colds. No sooner is one attack 
removed, another follows. This catarrhal in- 
flammation, either acute or chronic, whi-h is 
constantly observed, is in itself sufficient to 
impair the hearing. Examining the opening 
of the Eustachian tube by the rhinoscope, we 
often find mucus lodged in the tube. When 
this is dislodged the hearing is restored, unless 
the membrane of the tube has become thick- 
ened by constant irritation and iuflammation. 

It seems then, after the above exposure of 
patent facts, a further justification of operative 
proceedings for removing enlarged tonsils, 
either by the knife or by the paste, is unneces- 
sary. Still, when we speak of removing or 
excising the tonsils, a misapprehension exists, 
among physicians sometimes, but still oftener 
in the mind of the unprofessional public. 

Why remove the tonsils? What were they 
a there for if they are to no purpose ? 

lave they not some function to perform in the 
animal economy? Let it be well understood, 
that the tonsils in a healthy state are never 
interfered with. -When enlarged, that is dis- 
eased, only the enlargement—the diseased part 
—is removed, and encugh of the gland is always 
left for the secretion of mucus. 
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THE PRACTICE OF VENESECTION. 
By Frepericx Horner, Jr., 


Of Virginia. 


Under this head is comprehended every ar- 
tificial discharge of blood made with a view to 
eure or prevent disease. A myth of Egyptian 
history informs us that it was taught the 
ancients by the hippopotamus, which is said 
to perform the operation upon himself. On 
these occasioris he comes out of the river and 
strikes his leg against a sharp pointed reed; 
as he takes care to direct the stroke against a 
vein, the consequence must be a considerable 
effusion of blood, and this being suffered to 
run as long as the creature thinks proper, he 
at last stops up the orifice with mud. 

The peculiar effect of blood letting is to di- 
minish the quantity of the circulating mass by 
the amount abstracted; afterward to lessen, 
especially, the proportion of red corpuscles. 
The loss of a sufficient quantity of blood will 
always produce syncope. The amount requi- 
site for this effect varies greatly in different 
individuals. In plethora more is required 
than in health. When strong determinations 
of blood to the brain occur, the bleeding may 
often proceed until symptoms of approaching 
syncope appear. 

To Dr. Benjamin Rush belongs the credit of 
recommending, in this country, the practice of 
venesection. In his Inquiries, vol. III., he 
says: “TI shall long regret the loss of three 
patients who might probably have been saved 
by bleeding. When the pulse is tense and 
fall it is indicated ; used early on the first day, 
it frequently strangles the disease in its birth, 
and generally renders it more light and the 
convalescence more speedy and perfect.”” In 
fevers termed congestive, where the powers of 
life appear to be depressed, in consequence 
of the accumulation of blood in the internal 
organs, the abstraction of blood is beneficial. 
The presence of the buftr coat in the blood is 
regarded as a sign of inflammation, indicating 
an undue predominance of fibrin. 

A tolerance of venesection is greater in the 
male than in the female, greater in adult age 
than at either of the extremes, least in the 
nervous and greatest in the sanguine tempera- 
ment. 

On board the naval vessel, Jamestown, at 
the time at anchor off Buenos Ayres, the 
writer was called to visit an officer with symp- 
toms of congestion of the brain. After copious 

depletion had been practiced, the full pulse, 
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stertorous breathing and loss of consciousness 
were relieved. Both epidemic influenza and 
variola prevailed in our squadron. 

The value of venesection, however, is most 
strikingly illustrated in obstetrical practice. 
In the Southern States it is common for women 
enceinte, to have blood-letting performed once 
or twice previous to their accouchement. 

Case 1. Mrs. B., in labor. She was a mid- 
dle aged lady and very fat; had felt no signs 
of quickening for two weeks; after waiting 
twelve hours, the entire night, and resort to 
morphine and other remedies, she was bled 
copiously and took minim quantities of mix- 
ture of ergot. The delivery was soon accom- 
plished. 

Case 2. This patient had been in labor for 
two days and nights. Bleeding was in this 
instance resorted to with the like happy re- 
sults. 

Case 3. A domestic, in whom premature 
labor was induced by over-exertion. In order 
to relieve the acute suffering which was due to 
the violent contraction of the muscles of the 
uterus, in vain attempting to expel from its 
cavity a dead foetus, copious blood-letting was 
practiced. The delivery was prompt, saving 
the life of the mother, and furnishing addi- 
tional proof of the value of the lancet in cases 
where the efforts of nature, meaicines, and the 
usual manipulations prove unavailing. 

In conclusion of this plea for the judicious 
use of the lancet to palliate, cure or prevent 
disease whose character and origin are well 
understood, and also the peculiar constitution 
of the patient, no higher authority can be 
furnished than Professor J. Forsyth Meigs. 
In the Pennsylvania Hospital Reports for 
1869, this eminent physician says: 

“Ithas become evident within a very few 
years that the profession is disposed to review 
its complete condemnation of blood-letting, 
and we may well hesitate before we abandon 
the use of this powerful agent.” 


FIVE CASES OF PLACENTA PRAVIA. 
By H. L. W. Burritt, M. D., 
Of Bridgeport, Ct. 

Case 1.—Mrs. B., age 35, German, second 
labor, had whooping cough about eighth month 
very severe; slight hemorrhage half dozen 
times before full period, but easily controlled 
by vaginal astringents and occasional 10-gr. 
doses of Dover’s powder; after three hours 
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moderate pains, she suddenly passed a great 
quantity of clots, vessel two-thirds full, and 
fainted. I saw her a few minutes after and 
gave milk freely. Examination disclosed the 
placenta covering the os dilated about an inch, 
and soft. The hand was gradually introduced, 
filling the os and preventing loss of blood, and 
the child turned by the feet, brought down in 
ten minutes; withdrawing the hand, gentle 
traction was used, the head causing a slight 
delay ; the child was bornin 15 minutes, dead, 
from the first introduction of the hand. The 
after-birth came easily, and the woman, though 
with a bleached, bloodless face, made a good 
recovery. 

Case 2.—Mrs. E., age 30, English woman, of 
good health, and stout, was taken in her third 
labor with violent pains and free flooding; 
half an hour after the first pain, when I saw 
her, os open one inch, rather hard, a tampon 
was introduced, and held by the hand firmly 
in place ; pulse being 85, and very weak. 
Brandy Ziv, acet. plumbi 38s, morphiz gr.}, 
was given immediately. In half an hour the 
pressure being great on the tampon, and pains 
still severe, and some blood still escaping, 
everything was removed, and the fingers dou- 
bled together gradually forced through the os, 
(which was dilated about an inch, and the pla- 
centa on posterior edge,) into the womb. Fo- 
tus turned rapidly and feet brought down, and 
the child quickly born alive, followed by the 
placenta. The os and womb contracted well, 
and the patient, although pulseless and blood- 
less almost to appearance, with stimulants and 
good diet, recovered well after three weeks 
strict confinement to her bed and close atten- 
tion—a life saved, as I think, by sugar of lead 
and morphia. 

Case 3.—Mrs. M., strong, healthy Irish wo- 
man, aged thirty-four, fourth labor, sent for 
me three, P. M., said she had seen some show 
for twenty-four hours past; had had a bad 
cough for a week, but was not time for a month 
yet—os nearly closed, but allowing the finger 
to touch the placenta which covered it. Tam- 
pon of small pieces of cut sponge covered by 
some old calico was introduced and well 
supported by external means. Acetatis 
plumbi, gr. 40 and § gr. of morphia given, 
abdomen supported by bandage, and strict 
quiet enjoined. Hemorrhage ceased, pulse 80 
and full. After two anda half days tampon 
being complained of was removed—no hem- 
orrhage—alum injections aud Dover’s powder 


at night directed—was on her feet, and about : 
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the house at her usual severe labor, yet kept 
up the nightly vaginal astringent, and the 
anodyne for three weeks—when her regular 
labor ensued. After a few small paixs an old 
woman in the vicinity introduced (by direction 
of the patient who was instructed) a tampon 
to check the hemorrhage, which had commen- 
ced, and I wassummoned; saw her in an hour, 
labor severe, and hemorrhage, despite the plug- 
ging, free, and pulse weak. A large dose of 
morphia and whiskey given. I introduced the 
hand and found the os soft and open about 
half an inch; retaining the hand and using the 
fingers asa wedge, the uterus was entered, 
and the foetus turned by the feet very rapidly; 
from the introducing the hand to bringing 
down the legs and body, to wedge the os and 
prevent bleeding, there was not five minutes of 
time. Placenta removed immediately, and 
saturated solution of lead and alum injected; 
pulse scarcely felt; patient looked like death. 
Though the stimulants given were rejected, yet 
by constant repetition enough was retained to 
rally the system, and the patient, under free 
doses of quinine and animal diet, was up ina 
month and a half. 

Case 4.—Mrs. P., strong, healthy woman, 
age forty—fourth labor; saw her about full 
time; sent for on account of hemorrhage ; said 
that she had flowed at times quite freely for 
six weeks, at intervals of three or four days, 
but by using ice water injections into the va- 
gina and keeping quiet was right again ina 
few hours ; yet the pale face told a great loss 
of blood, and the pulse was ninety and weak; 
examination showed os dilated one inch, blood 
passing freely; placenta on right side covering 
the os. Labor had evidently begun, though 
the pains were mere nothing. Hand passed in 
form of a wedge, through the os by great foree, 
all I could use ; child turned by feet and forced 
away with placenta, in five minutes or less ; by 
strong traction injections of ice water, with 
tinct. ferri chlor., used immediately; woman 
was ina dead faint when child was born, 
(alive); brandy used freely, with acetate of 
lead, from the first; she rallied in about ten 
minutes, and did well. 

Case 5.—Mrs. H., stout woman, Irish; in 
seventh labor; rather full habit ; was called at 
8 P. M.; found pains moderated by a full dose 
of whiskey which she said she had taken to 
get a little ease ; no flowing or much pain; a6 
10 considerable flowing; examined—found 0o# 
dilated about one and a half inches; placents 
on the left lateral nearly covering the neck; 





aes RP POR eu. 


Po 


in tl 


-~F? &@eo 8 & BF 


— 
- 


Nov. 27, 1869.| 


ged tampon; gave 20 grs. acetate of lead; 
pulse strong; hemorrhage checked and pains 
regular but weak. At midnight there was a 
sudden accession of pain and the tampon came 
away, followed by a sudden gush of blood; 
gave ergot 3ij,in infusion, and instantly passed 
my finger; found the neck hard, about two 
inches dilated, but the woman would not per- 
mit me to pass my hand, or turn the feetus as 
[wished ; tried instruments, at her request, 
but the head being very large and the flowing 
#0 imminent, desisted, and put berin bed with 
head low, (she would not go there before, but 
lay on the floor,) and sent for counsel ; gave 
strong milk punch and morphia, grs. 3. 
About 2 A. M., having directed her not to be 
allowed to stir, and a woman to hold the tam- 
pon,and baving examined and found the pulse 
regular though weak, went on to talk with 
counsel, just come in. A sudden outcry of the 
woman, in ten minutes, brought me to the 
door. They had at her request allowed her to 
rise on her feet; the tampon escaped followed 
by a free hemorrhage, and fainting I laid her 
m the floor, but she died in five minutes, not 
rallying in the least. I should have left the 
ease on being refused to turn the child—which 
would probably have saved her life. Dr. Hub- 
bard and others made post mortem, (I was 
not present); founda very large child; pla- 
eenta left lateral and adherent and bloodless; 
uterus natural, otherwise as stated to me. 

From the above experience I am led to pre- 
fer immediate, forcible dilation of the os and 
turning, to bring the foetus by the feet as soon 
as possible, thinking even great force safer 
than delay in alarge proportion of these cases. 
Asadjuvants in all cases of uterine hemorr. 
hage, I prefer the acetate of lead and morphia 
inlarge doses—or in relaxed cases ergot—as 
alternate in use. The dilator bag I never have 
used. 





—The stringency with which the “ Anatomy 
act” is enforced in Great Britain has greatly atiected 
the prosperity of the English medical schools. Not 
half enough subjects for dissection can be obtained, 
and the students are commencing to move acgess 


the Channel, 
act. 


The doctors call for the repeal of the 


—itherto the Austrian universities have not 
admitted Jews as professors. But the disability is 
at last removed. Dr. Maunther, an eminent oculist 
of the school of Stilwag and Von Graefe, has been 
appointed to the chair of opthalmic surgery in the 
University of Innsbruck. 
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CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
October 26th, 1869. 
Materia Medica. 

Reported by Dr. Hadlock. ' 

PRESENTED BY E. B. STEVENS, M. D., CHAIRMAN. 

Quite a number of new medical agents have re- 
cently been presented to professional attention, and 
are undergoing their ordeal. These have, for the 
most part, been presented to the Academy by the 
committee on new remedies. And it has therefore 
appeared to your committee that some review of the 
advantages of peculiar modes of administration of 
medicines, rather than any consideration of the prop- 
erties of remedies themselyes, would be of interest. 

Recent researches of Pharmacy have peculiarly 
contributed to the character of our medical agents, 
so that while our estimate of the value of the agents 
themselves is not changed in their therapeutic prop- 
erties or uses, yet a large list of crude and repul- 
sive medicines have become elegant and agreeable 
for administration. While we congratulate our- 
selves upon this improvement in our therapeutic re- 
sources, we do not propose at present to repeat de- 
tails well known to practical physicians in these re- 
spects. 

More recently the attention of the profession has 
been directed to the introduction of medicines inte 
the system by subcutaneous injections, and by the 
inhalations of vapors and atomized fluids. It is our 
purpose on this cccasion to condense from a large 
amount of journal and monographic matter what is 
the real status of these modes, and what may thus 
far be regarded as their peculiar value and applica- 
tion. 

Inhalations.—In a general way, but not as a re- 
liable plan of medication, the influence of vapors 
has been resorted to almost from time immemorial, 
and although there is a sort of ill defined idea that 
inhalations are peculiarly adapted to the local treat- 
ment of pulmonary affections, there is no doubt but 
this avenue affords a very important means of effi- 
cient constitutional treatment. 

Many agents placed in a condition of vapor are 
peculiarly fitted for absorption, and therefore for 
securing with promptness their most ready and 
characteristic eflects. Prominent amongst the con- 
st‘tutional effects are those resulting from the inhal- 
ations of medical vapors—vapors of lead, and per- 
haps some other well-known articles—from which wé 
hae results both of a pathological and therapeutical 
sort. For the most part, however, at present, little 
is attempted with this sort of medication beyond 
the supposed better management of affections of the 
throat and lungs. 

Of the agents thus employed, heat alone is im- 
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portant, and especially in the treatment of acute af- 
fections, good results follow the inhalation of the 
vapor of hot water, which indeed affords heat and 
moisture at the same time. 

In addition to this element, we frequently find it 
desirable to incorporate various stimulating and 
anodyne agents—thus acute hoarseness or par- 
tial aphonia oftentimes readily yield to the inhala- 
tion of hot campherated steam, which is easily ob- 
tained by adding a dose of the officinal spirits of 
camphor to a close vessel with hot water, aud pro- 
vision for breathing the escaping steam. 

For conditions of the throat and lungs of a more 
chronic character other medicated vapors have been 
found of value. Some cases of aphonia yield with 
readiness to inhalations of chlorine, iodine, etc. 
While various irritable states are at least rendered 
comfortable by vapors of hyosciamus, conium, 
stramonium, ete. ; 

The influence of certain vapors, as nitrate of pot- 
ash, over spasmodic asthma is well known, as well 
as the control of a variety of spasmodic affections, 
probably by various inhalations; all of which is 
noticed now rather to call attention to this special 
avenue than for the supposed novelty. 

The only interesting modification in the idea of 
treating diseases by inhalation consists in the recent 
introduction of atomized or nebulized fluids, as a 
substitute for vaporized substances. There are no 


fresh suggestions in this plan of therapeutics as to 
the ends to be accomplished, or the indications to be 
met, but the range of medicines is considerably. in- 
creased, because we more readily atomize substan- 


ces than vaporize them. Indeed, all substances ca- 
pable of solution may be placed in a state proper for 
inhalation by the various and well known contri- 
vences of which the atomizing tubes of Seigle consti- 
tute the essential feature. The spray thrown off by 
these apparatuses is, perhaps, not quite so completely 
taken up into the lung structure in the act of respi- 
ration, as by the inhalation of vapors—tut it is suf- 
ficiently so for a variety of important purposes. We 
think, however, there is a mistaken disposition to 
employ atomized spray and vaporized medicines for 
the topical treatment of local diseases, which may 
be quite as well if not better treated by other means. 
For example local affections of the throat and up- 
per portion of the air passages may be reached so 
readily and thoroughly by the direct mode, and es- 
pecially by the aid of the laryngoscope as to afford 
all medical facility of access to such diseased struc- 
tures. 

Choloroform and other anesthetics are of course 
usually administered by various modes of inhalation, 
and some of the most approved of these have had 
reference to controlling the amount of the anes- 
thetic presented at any given period. 

Dr. TAYLOR describes a mode employed abroad 
which has not, so far as I am aware, been in use in 
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this country. A mouth piece is adapted to the pe 
tient’s face, into which the chloroforin is thrown jp 
the form of spray by the ordinary spray producer, 
and a continuous jet of this anzsthetic spray is thus 
presented for inhalation. 

Hypodermic Medication. 

Various medicines have for a long time been jp. 
troduced to the system by subcutaneous means, 
Thus croton oil, veratria, and morphia were sever 
ally introduced by this process of inoculation. Lay. 
GENBECK wrote a paper in 1856 to show the im. 
portance of the immediate subcutaneous tissue as to 
the mechanism for absorption, and that for purposes 
of a general character the medicines shall be carried 
entirely beneath the cutis, and not inoculated merely 
into the substance of that tissue. 

For this kind of medication the syringe of Dr. 
Woop is usually employed,—its structure and mode 
of use is well-known and does not need any descrip- 
tion proper in this paper. 

Advantages.—That which is claimed as well 
tablished for hypodermic medication, is the rapidity 
of effect, increased intensity, greater certainty, and 
greater uniformity. To which we may add, under 
certain circumstances, greater facility in the admin- 
istration of medicines. 

Most of these claims we can speak favorably upon, 
from personal experience and the accumulation of 
published facts. In regard to the uniformity of 
action, however, a few cases have come to our know 
edge that should seem to put us on our guard, 

A very intelligent physician of Zanesville reports a 
case where, after the continuous employment of toler- 
ated doses of morphia by the hypodermic syringe for 
some time, he gave a larger dose with rapidity, re 
sulting in narcotism of an extreme character, requir 
ing great efforts to control. 

It is also well to bear in mind that some med 
cines produce very different effects taken into th 
stomach and introduced by the hypodermic syringe, 
as croton oil, it is said, does not produce catharsis 
when used hypodermically; this probably simply 
illustrates the fact that there is something in the 
local action of certain drugs which interferes with 
their absorption. So that we then fail to secure the 
constitutional effect of the remedy. 

Again, it is of great importance for the very ree 
sons embraced in the advantages of this mode d 
medication to guard the doses. ‘The effect is rapid- 
intense, and these results occur with much smaller 
doSes than are deemed safe by the stomach. % 
that both a smaller dose and amore guarded at 
ministration is to be observed. 

The conditions for which hypodermic medication 
is resorted to are various, but originally pain of 4 
severe obstinate character suggested its employment. 
But from relief of various forms of neuralgia, first, 
we have come to use it in a large range of affections. 
In a case of hiccough, associated with paraplegia,! 
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pyed atropia by hypodermic syrringe, com- 
ying With 1-60th of a grain and increasing the 
up to 1-40 grain with success. 
The Practitioner reports several peculiar cases of 
mest, treated by hypodermic injections; one a 
manent contractionof a limb, following articular 
amatism, relieved by atropia in 1-60 gr. doses. 
(ne, a case of hernia, not yielding, a persistent 
3 was speedily reduced after the injection of 
ain doses. morphia. 
Yorbid growths not readily accessible to the knife, 
yual means of extirpation, have been provoked 
ssorption by the injection into their substance of 
mopriate remedies. 
Prof. LuckE, of Berne, has in this way success- 
jy treated goitre by injections of small doses of 
mg tincture of iodine. 
In chronic cases, hypodermic injections become of 
ue, especially where ordinary medication has fail- 
and when the stomach, for any reason, rejects 
remedies—where there is unwillingness or in- 
ity to take medicines by the stomach, as in 
ma, insanity, etc. 
but from its intensity of action, its occasional dan- 
and. the disturbance of the stomach, which is in 
ny cases produced, we should not resort to hypo- 
nic injections indiscriminately o: generally when 
sfactory effects may be obtained by the usual 
des, and for these and other manifest reasons the 
inistration of medicines by the hypodermic 
hod should be under the immediate eye of the 
ding physician. 
his paper was warmly discussed by a number of 
members of the Academy. Dr. J, A. MURPHY 
bught, in the use of the hypodermic syringe, there 
not sufficient attention paid to the pathological 
dition present, and that it was often resorted to 
nthere was idiosyncracies, or other conditions 
t did not admit of its use. 
le knew of physicians who all the while carried 
ir syringe and prepared solutions, and for every 
pit pain would out with their syringe and give 
ir patients a hypodermic injection. Not long 
¢ a lady came to his office from the country, 
oshowed him her arm, which was in a hyper- 
phied and subacute inflamed condition from con- 
it and persistent hypodermic injections by her 
tician, for neuralgia of the heart. 
le knew of a physician in this city, who, one 
ling, stepped into the office of a business gentle- 
i,when the gentleman (for want of a better 
le) complained of lumbago; the Voctor re- 
ked at once, “I can relieve you in half a 
bute.” So he out with his hypodermic syringe 
gave the man an injection of morphia; he 
‘d; had a swimming of the head, became nau- 
“d; began vomiting; was taken home in a car- 
and continued vomiting until 4 o’clock next 
ing. Yet the lumbago remained as before. 
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So much abuse had been made of this mode of 
medication that he had almost concluded not to use it. 
at all, and he never would use it except in old spyhi- 
litic cases, where pain made the life of the patient 
miserable, or in the climacteric state or condition of 
women, where excessive and intolerable neuralgia 
pains accompanied the change or revolution taking 
place. 

Dr. W. T. THORNTON, with proper care, could not 
see any particular danger in the use of the hypo- 
dermic syringe ; no doubt charlatans would seek to 
make capital out of its use, but that would be 
short lived, and the hypodermic syringe would take 
its legitimate place in medicine. 

At Paris and Vienna they were now injecting bi- 
chloride of mercury under the skin, in from 1-16 to 
1-32 grain doses for the treatment of syphilis, and 
the treatment was proving highly satisfactory. 

Dr. H. Smitn had used the 1-16 grain of mor- 
phia and 1-96 grain of atropia in combination, 
with happy effects in hypodermic injections; one 
seemed to prepare the other. Yet he had given 
four times the quantities per mouth with the same 
results, and much more pleasant to himself and 
patient, 

Dr. REYNOLDs (of Newport, Ky.,) said, he could 
not understand how morphia injected under the 
skin could have its effects any sooner than when 
taken into the stomach, unless, possibly, the fluids 
of the stomach diluted the morphia. In his part 
of the country the charlatans were using the hypo- 
dermic syringe for their aggrandizement, and he- 
had no doubt they were doing harm with it, 

Dr. C. G. ComeGys had used hypodermic injec- 
tions of one gr. quinine in low adynamic forms of 
fever with good results. In these low forms of dis- 
ease, the stomach, like all other parts of the body, 
became weak and exhausted, and did not receive or 
absorb medicines well, and it was in such cases that 
he had used the injections to get the quick, full dyn- 
amic effects of the medicine. 

He had also treated three cases of cholera morbus 
with the injection of 4 gr. morphia hypodermically. 
In these cases the gravest symptoms of that malady, 
alvine evacuations, great prostration, and cramps. 
were present. The patients were relieved in from 
five to ten minutes. He did not doubt, from his ex- 
perience in these cases, that the hypodermic method 
of using morphia in Asiatic Cholera would be suc- 
cessful; that is in stages where medicines could be 
of any benefit at all. 

He had used these injections in colic, especially 
where cramps were present, With happy results, and 
in biliary colic in the passage of gall stones. One 
of his patients had such an attack three or four times 
a year, and he always relieved him in a few minutes 
by the hypodermic use of morphia. 

He said great care should be taken to keep the: 
syringe perfectly clean, and not allow blood to re- 
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mnain and dry about the nozzle; and that the solu- 
tion to be used should be recent, for in one or two 
instances where he had kept solutions for some time, 
a cryptogamic growth had taken place in the solu- 
tion ; the invisible germs feeding upon the alkaloids 
had decomposed it and rendered it unsafe and dan- 
gerous for use. 

Dr. W. B. DAvis made a speech of some length, 
in which he argued very forcibly against the habit 
of using this “ little” syringe. He thought there was 
not suflicient discrimination made in its use, and 
from the constaut use made of it by some physicians, 
he did not know but what they were destined to 
earn for themselves the cognomen of the “ Littie 
Squirt,” just as fifteen or twenty years ago, when 
the big syringe was so much in vogue, Doctors 
were represented with a gold-headed cane in one 
hand and a large syringe in the other, and denomi- 
nated the “ Great Squirt.” 

(Dk. STEVENS’ report, and the discussion on it, 
will appear in full in the Cincinnati Lancet and Ob- 
server for November.) 





SESSION OF NOVEMBER ist, 1860. 
Epidemic Dysentery. 

The following letter was read to the Academy, 
from Dr, S, S. Scorr.y, of Lebanon, Ohio, giving 
a history of the late epidemic of dysentery in that 
place; 

The first cases occurred about the first of June, 
but the disease could not be regarded as epidemic 
until a month later, when quite a number of per- 
sons were attacked simultaneously. Cases increased 
until the first of August, when there began a gradual 
Alecrease till up to the present time, (September 7th, ) 
the diseases bas nearly disappeared from our midst, 
yet there are at this time occasional isolated cases. 

Lebanon contains a population of about 3,500. 
The disease was confined to one part of the town, 
almost exclusively, embracing an area occupied by 
about one-third of its inhabitants. From the 10th 
of June to the 7th of September one hundred and 
twenty-seven persons were attacked and visited by 
physicians, besides quite a number of mild cases 
that were prescribed for at physicians’ offices, which 
will not be considered in connection with anything 
we may have to say. 

There were of the whole number of one hundred 
and twenty-seven cases attacked twenty-six deaths, 
adil children but four; of the whole number fifty- 
four were adults. No peculiarity of the type of the 


«disease was observed, yet there was not as large a 


number of malignant cases as is usually seen in 
epidemics of dysentery. Malarial influence was 
noticeable in a few cases as the season advanced. 
And just here I wish to remark that at this time in- 
termittent fever prevails to a considerable extent in 
this part of the country, especially one of “ queer 
mixture,” denominated typho-malarial. 








We think we recognize the cause or causes 
produced the epidemic, under consideration, jn , 
town; but in the absence of material facts, yw) 
we are trying at this time to collect, we cap 
nothing of the etiology. 

The usual treatment was employed, except in| 
treatment of cases where there was conside 
hemorrhage, especially among children, where jt 
came an object of great importance to control, 
these cases, say three years of age, from v to 
grs. of tannic acid were dissolved in 3ss. muei 
of slippery-elm, to be used as an enema every foy 
six hours. This, in almost every instance, redy 
the amount of blood in the evacuations and 
vented their occurring so frequently. 

It is not often that the scientific medical man 
an opportunity of meeting fairly and squarely { 
irregulars, quacks, eimpirics and charlatans ing 
treatment of disease and make the people the j 
of the result, but such was the case in 
during the late epidemic of dysentery, and the 
of him who failed to make a discrimination in 
of scientific medicine must be obtuse indeed. 

Of the twenty-six fatal cases but three diedy 
the treatment of regular physiciats, which is 
per cent. of the cases treated. One died that 


























































not treated by a physician at all. Then, we p, he 
twenty-two deaths occurring under the the sore 
of irregulars, or about thirty-three per cent. of tify, M 


cases. It will be seen from this data that the ime 
lars treated a small majority of the whole r 
of cases. Immediately in the country around 
non were a number of cases, approximating to 
thirty, a large majority of whom were treated 
regulars. ‘There were eight deaths; one in 
hands of a regular physician and seven in the hi 
of irregulars. 

Now, taking the town and the county togel 
there were about one hundred and fifty-seven ¢ 
thirty-four of which proved fatal. Of theset 
four fatal cases four were treated by regular phi 
cians, and thirty by another confraternity, and 
are safe in saying that a majority of the 
number of cases were treated by regular 
cians. 

As to the relative success (?) of the ¢ 
“ schools,” represented by the irregulars, we 
but a word to say; All parties seem to wear 
laurels with becoming gravity. We hear but 
rejoicing, none whatever from the represen 
little pills. With them it is a grave question, 
their works though shrouded in sepulchral 
are not unknelled, uncofined and unknown. 


eae alah Stee 
—The oldest man in Indiana is Tobias 5! 
of Evansville, aged 106. Benjamin Scalf, of 


burg, Elkhart county, Ind., will be 106 yeas 
next May. 
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Acute Syphilitic Periostitis. 
The following case is reported in the Lancet : 







and py s—, a married woman, aged twenty-eight, | 
ye under treatment on October 19th, with acute 
1 man Mi ostitis. Her history was purely syphilitic; she | Mrs. A 
uarely @isores and buboes” within a month after her | per second husband. 
ins inh vriave ; secondary symptoms showed themselves 
the jul spout two months ; she had “ eruptions of brown- 
“aN spots,” and sore throat; her hair came off; she 
| the mig. pains in all the limbs, and two attacks of irritis. 
n in said that six months ago her right arm was pain- 
ed. and began to swell; three months later a swell- 
lied und, accompanied by pain, appeared on the right col- 
ch is f-bone. After a time she went to a chemist, who 
that her some pills, under which she got rapidly 
» We e, her throat, mouth, and gums becoming dread- 
sac sore: so she came to the Farringdon Dispen- 
t. of tiiiey, Mr. Smith found her profusely salivated, and 
he ireglM breath very fetid; the arm very hot, very ten- 
0 ,and much swollen—in fact, acute periostitis, 
ind Leiitending from the lower third of the humerus to 
gto aba way down the ulna. At the sternal end of the 
eated Tivicle was a node, the size of half a small orange, 





d, hot, and very tender. . She said that for nights 
had no rest, owing to the agonising nature of the 
in. She was ordered chlorate-of-potash gargle, 
grains of Dover’s powder at bedtime, and iodide 
potassium. The effect of this treatment was most 
ed. She at once obtained a good night’s rest, 
salivation speedily subsided, the arm and clavicle 
pidly improved, pain ceasing almost entirely in a 
days, and in ten days nearly all trace of perios- 
is had vanished, scarcely any thickening to be no- 
i inthe arm, while the clavicular node was pain- 
and about half the size. 

On November 16th she declared herself “ nearly 
ll.” The treatment will, ofcourse, be continued 
atime, At first she took six-grain doses of the 
de, but in the course of a day or two it was 
ised to fifteen grains three times daily. After be- 
gunder treatment for a few days, she complained 
having had something like petit mal, and it was 
bund that twelve years ago she had had very vio- 
nt fits of a true epileptic character, but as soon as 
nstruation was properly established the fits ceased. 
had no return of them until last June, when, 
ays preceded for half an hour by giddiness, she 
fered from them two or three times a week, and 
































Periscope. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 








341 








so up to the time of coming under treatment at the 
dispensary. ‘There has been no fit since. 


A Uterine Polypus Removed with the Aid of 
Ergot. 
Dr. R. F. Henry, of Princeville, Ill., reports this 
case in the Chicago Medical Journal: 





, aged about forty years, married to 
Had never borne any chil 
dren, but at the time above mentioned had some 
prominent symptoms of pregnancy. She had 
‘uterine hemorrhage, and was supposed to be. 
threatened with an abortion when I was consulted. 
An examination of her vagina revealed a dilatable 
os tincz, and a tumor within the cavity of the 
uterus, very nearly the form and size of a fwtal 
head at six or seven months ( judging from the part 
presenting and within the reach of the fingers.) 
Not being satisfied, at this time, as to the nature of 
the case, I administered internal styptics, and suc- 
ceeded in controlling the hemorrhage for the present, 
and the patient got along very comfortably for seve- 
ral weeks; but the hemorrhage returned several 
times during the summer, with varied severity, and 
finally, in December, 1857, a more violent attack 
than usual came on, which did not yield to the ordi- 
nary treatment. I then administered ergot in re- 
peated doses, which not only controlled the hemor- 
rhage immedictely, but ina few hours, forced the 
tumor through the os externum. It was then 
discovered that the tumor was attached to the 
fundus, had dragged it down with it, and thus par- 
tially inverted the uterus. The tumor was fibrin- 
ous, pear-shaped, with a short neck, and thin near 
the place where it originated. With the assistance 
of my friend, Dr. L. M. Andrews, we placed a liga- 
ture around the neck, and removed the tumor with 
a knife. The uterus immediately returned to its 
natural position. The ligature was withdrawn in a 
few days, and the patient recovered without any 
serious difficulty. The weight of the tumor was 
two and three-fourth ounces. 





Umbilical Hemorrhage. 

Dr. Jacos T. Davis, of Laconia, Ind., writes to 
the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer as follows: 

I will, with your permission, report a case of 
umbilical hemorrhage that occurred in my practice 
a few years since. My attention has been called to 
this matter by an able and instructive report of sev- 
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eral hundred cases of the above “terrible and fatal 
accident to the newly-born” in that very valuable 
journal, The Half- Yearly Compendium of Medical 
Science, January, 1869. 

Mauriceau is credited with having reported the 
first case. Watts, as far back as 1752, alludes to it 
in the Gentlemen’s Magazine. It seems, from the 
tables contained in the report referred to, that the 
accident is not very common, as some of the lead- 
ing obstetricans in Europe and America are only 
credited as having had two or three cases. Dr. A. 
Vogel says it is extremely rare; occurring only once 
in 10,000 newly-born children. 

Case.—Mrs. D., aged 30, was delivered of her 
child at eight o’clock A. M., Jan. 2, 1866. Labor 
natural. Child well formed and presenting a tole- 
rably healthy appearance. Cord ligated in the 
usual manner. In a couple of hours after the birth 
of the child, the mother and child being both made 
eonfortable, I left for home, four miles distant, with 
instructions to the nurse to inform me of the condi- 
tion of both mother and child the following morn- 
ing, or sooner, if necessary. 

January 3. A messenger came this morning about 
10 o’clock, and informed me that Mrs. D.’s child 
was bleeding to death. It had been bleeding, he 
said, for about two hours before he started for me. 
| immediately started for the residence of Mrs. D., 
but before I had reached half the way I was met by 
a person who informed me that the child was dead. 
Mrs. D., her husband and her nurse, each informed 
me that the baby was well in every way, so far as 
they could see, until the hemorrhage commenced. 
It had been washed and dressed shortly before the 
accident occurred, and nothing whatever was dis- 
covered to be wrong. It died in about four hours 
No autopsy. If I had been apprised of the accident 
earlier, I would have endeavored, with the ligature 
and styptics, or cautery, to have stopped the flow, 
but it was neglected too long. I can not assign any 
cause for the accident in this case, except it be the 
rather delicate health of Mrs. D.; but I hardly think 
this alone would account for it. The nature and 
causes of these terrible accidents will bear further 
investigation. 


Poisoning by Belladonna. 


Dr. DRAKE, of Ossian, Iowa, sends this case to 
the Chicago Medical Journal, which, 2s the ques- 
tion in some minds is still sub judice, we extract : 

The following case may be of interest as it dem- 
onstrates, to me at least, the antagonism between 
belladonna and opium. 

Was called in great haste to see a woman a mile 
out oftown. I got there as soon as possible and 
found the old lady perfectly delirious. Face swol- 
Jen and flushed ; eyes injected and pupils dilated to 
their fullest extent; would stagger and fall when 
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she attempted to walk ; tongue swollen and « 
not speak audibly; pulse smali and flickering ; 
constantly reaching after imaginary objects ip 
air. 

My diagnosis was, poison by belladonna. 

I inquired if she had been taking anything, 
one of the children said that Dr. Small had } 
there. This Small is a drunken traveling 
who is stopping awhile in our town. 

I got them to give me the medicine, which 
me sure in my diagnosis. She had vomited jug 
fore I got there, and had taken the medicine, as 
as I could learn, about four hours before. | 
preparing to give an emetic when She vomited a 
I then gave her one-half grain of acetate of mo 
and repeated it every half hour till the pupil beg 
to contract, which it did after the third dose, I¢ 
lessened the dose, and continued at langer intery 
till reason was fully restored, which was about 
teen hours after she took the first dose of me 

I called at the drug store and requested to see 
prescription, having the medicine with me, 4 
here it is, and you can see that one dose cont 
about fifteen grains of ext. belladonna! 

R. Muriatisammoniz, Siv. 

Ex. belladonne, Sij. 
Aq. font., £3 si. 

Dose—ij3 twice a day, > 

I am of the opinion if the old lady had not 
ted freely it would have been all day with her. 

Yet I am confident, from watching her dow 
that morphia, in this case at least, produced a de 
dedly antagonistic effect. 
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Percussion and Auscultation as Diagnostic 
A manual for Students and Practitioners of 
icine. By Dr. Carl Hoppe. Translated by 8. 
Lane, M. D. 1 vol. Cloth. 8vo. Pp. 152. P 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1869. 
This work, published about four years ago 

Germany, found an appreciative reader and t 

tor in San Francisco, and a publisher in Phil 

phia. It is a compend of most that is nece 

for the student and the general practitioner tok 
on the subject. The title is more extensive? 
the contents, as only thoracic auscultation and 

cussion are treated, and nothing is said of th 

plication of these diagnostic aids to other regioms 
the body. ‘The author aims at no originality,} 
has studied carefully, and reports concisely 

perspicuously the methods employed and appro 
by the principal European physicians. 

We miss a table of contents and an index Wil 
out one or both of “these, no scientific work she 
now be published. The paper and typography 
of that excellent character which marks the publi 
tions of Messrs. Lippincott & Co. 
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a7 Medical Society ana Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


«7 To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
wief a8 possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
red, 80 as to req uire little revisiou. 
We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 


NOTICE!! 

By reference to the Prospectus in another 
column, it will be seen that we have made, 
and are making arrangements for communica- 
tions from some of the best medical writers, 
and most prominent medical men in the coun- 
tty. WE ARE EXPENDING MORE ON THE 
LITERARY DEPARTMENT OF THE REPORTER 
THAN WAS EVER BEFORE DREAMED OF IN 
THis COUNTRY. If the leading Physicians 
and Surgeons of America do not write for the 
medical journals, as do those of Europe, we 
are determined that it SHALL BE NO FAULT 
orours. We shall expect—and havea RIGHT 
to expect, a commensurate support. 

For new subscribers we make the following 
LIBERAL OFFERS: 

1. To any of our present subscribers who 
will send us a new name, a copy of the Puy- 
SICIAN’S DAILY POCKET RECORD; and credit 
on books, etc., for more than one name, to the 
amount of ONE DOLLAR for each name. 

2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be 
entered to the end of 1870. Those who send 
in their subscriptions soon, will therefore re- 
ceive the Rt *ORTER for FOURTEEN MONTHS 
for Five Do} +s! 


PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS. 

Asa NEw YEAR’sS PRESENT, we propose 
tosend our subscribers in the issue of the 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER for Jan- 
wary Ist, 1870, @ Splendid, First-class, Original 
STEEL-ENGRAVED PoRTRAIT of 

sAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical 
College of this city. 

iF A few Artists’ PRoors of the Portrait 
will be struck off on boards of a size suitable 
for framing. Price $1.00 each. 
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MIXED CLINICAL INSTRUCTION. 

In our last we called attention to the serious 
pass to which matters have come in medical 
education in this city, owing to the determina- 
tion of the female students of medicine to be 
present at clinical lectures, instituted for and 
solely adapted to male students. We feel sure 
that those persons who advised and led on 
these young, unmarried women to take this 
step, did so without due consideration, and 
with very mistaken notions of the effect it 
would have on the professional and on the 
public mind. They either now, or soon will, 
regret their indiscretion. 


It has always seemed to us one of the strong 
points urged by those who advocated the study 
and practice of medicine by the female sex, 
that it would result in sparing many of their 
own gender the always disagreeable necessity 
of exposing themselves and sacrificing their 
modesty to a male physician. This argument 
has now, and always has had, considerable 
weight. We look upon it as well taken, and 
likely to be sustained by a large majority of 
non-professional men and women. But do the 
advocates of female practitioners not perceive 
that they grossly violate their own logic, and 
prove false to their own position, when they 
insist in theory and practice, that men shall 
be exposed naked to women, and not only 
this, but even to a mixed company of young 
men and women? Is there not far greater 
immodesty in young men and women crowding 
around a man being operated on, we will say, 
for stricture of the urethra, than in a company 
of medical students studying the operation of 
vesico-vaginal fistula? If it is to be condemned 
as immodest that a single physician shall ex- 
amine a woman, is it not far more so that a 
woman shall examine a man? Not only this, 
but that dozens of young women, not alone, 
but in company with an equal number of the 
other sex, shall make such examinations? 
This is “ naiure erring from herself.’ 

We have always maintained in this journal 
that women ought to have, as a general thing, 
a knowledge of the anatomical and physiologi- 
cal laws of sex. We are not, and we never 
have been, obscurantists. We have always 
opposed the idea that medicine is an occult 


| science, and have no objection to aiding that 


woman who wishes to devote her life to the 
study and practice of medical science. She 
neither unsexes herself, nor loses one jot of the 
esteem of sound and sensiblemen. Butif she 
expects to attend clinical lectures delivered to 
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men, by men, and solely with the intention of 
instructing men, she will lose her repute and 
forfeit the respect of all. 

The managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital 
—worthy men, but limited in their understand- 
ing of matters of this kind—probably by this 
time perceive, that in opening the doors of the 
clinics to this promiscuous intermingling of 
the sexes, they dealt the severest blow they 
could to the very cause they thought to favor. 
Let them, if they wish, institute a separate 
clinic for female students; but at least they 
should spare the genuine modesty of the male 
students and lecturers who have already com- 
menced their course. 

A card recently issued by the faculty of the 
Woman’s Medical College, seems to take pro- 
per ground in regard to this question of mixed 
classes at the clinics, except that it proposes 
to deprive the male students of half the bene- 
fit that they ought to derive from the hospital 
instruction, for which they had already bought 
the tickets, without any knowledge that an 
embarrassment was going to be thrown in the 
way of unreserved clinical teaching. Itseems 
to us, however, that the theory of this card is 
sadly at variance with the practice of the fe- 
male students who have, time and again, had 
the immodesty to present themselves at clinics 
not intended for, and unsuitable to promiscuous 
classes of young men and women. Who has 
countenanced them in this ? 

Why is it that these female students when 
given an opportunity to retire from the clinic 
room when an operation for perineal section, 
or the passage of the catheter in the male, is 
about to be performed, not only remain, but 
crowd in with the young men for favorable 
positions to witness the operations? Do they 
expect to perform these operations? They 
have not heretofore professed to do so. 

How is this conduct on the part of these 
women to be reconciled with the following 
language of the card published by the faculty 
of the Woman’s Medical College ? 

“ We believe, as we have always done, that 
in all special diseases of men and women it is 
not fitting or expedient that students of differ- 
ent sexes should attend promiscuously ; that 
all special diseases of men should be treated 


by men, in the presence of men only,and those 
of women, where it is practicable, by women 


in the presence of women only.” 

“‘ Science is impersonal ”’ say the Faculty of 
the Woman’s Medical College in their card. 
** Religion is impersonal,” said the religious 
enthusiasts,—a man and two women,—whey 
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having removed every article of clothing from 
their persons, they exposed themselves at ap 
open window in Newark, N. J., a year or two 
since. The authorities thought differently ang 
had them arrested and punished. But since the 
day when our first parents made themselye 
‘“* aprons of fig-leaves*’ men and women haye 
not been impersonal, nor will they be while 
sin remains in the world. ‘‘ Doth not eye, 
nature itself teach’ that women should pur. 
sue their clinical investigations apart from 
those of the opposite sex. 

So far as this journal is an organ of profes 
sional opinion, it is well known that we haye, 
ever since this matter of the medical education 
of women came up, strenuously advocated 
their right to study medicine, and claimed for 
them every facility for studying to advantage. 
But when they endeavor to force themselves 
into improper association with male students 
at clinics, they cannot have our support. 

It remains for us to notice the spirit in 
which this matter has been discussed bya 
portion of the newspaper press. We do ne 
complain of their rebuking the reprehensible 
conduct which the male students are charged 
with having been guilty of—albeit, we claim 
some extenuation on the score of provocation, 
both on the part of the managers of the hos 
pital and of the female students. But the uw 
bridled licentiousness to which a portion of 
the press has given way in the discussion of 
this subject, is matter of the severest repre 
hension. Soured by the excitements of several 
recent political campaigns, they have exhibited 
a bitterness, rancor, and exceeding unfairness, 
that it is humiliating to see in men who pro 
fess to be the representatives of public opinion. 

The Inquirer of this city, has been especially 
unfair in its comments on this matter—asit 
usually is, when it discusses any subject to 
which the medical profession is a party. This 
characteristic hostility to medical men, and to 
the medical interests of Philadelphia, was 
further shown, in altering the meaning of, and 
emasculating a communication which one of 
the editors of this journal was requested to pre- 
pare for its columns, and which was published 
over his own name. The writer would not 
have consented to have had it published in its 
altered condition. 

This unfairness of the press of this city has 
misled the press abroad, and the consequence 
has been to entirely misrepresent the facts of 
the case, and the question at issue. It has 
been represented that the hostility manifested 





Nov. 27, 1869.| 


by the students was against women studying 
medicine, whereas it was excited by the neces- 
sary exposure of a male patient before a class 
composed of both sexes. 

But while we thus condemn the spirit shown 
by a portion of the press, we must except from 
our strictures the Ledger, Age and Germantown 
Tdegraph, and perhaps other papers which 
have not fallen under our notice, which have 
shown a moderation and fairness that is worthy 
ofcommendation. We quoted from the Ledger 
jast week, and close our remarks at this time, 
with the following extract from the corres- 
pondence ofthat excellent paper, the German- 
town Telegraph: 

The female medical students attending the col- 
ge in this city having visited the regular clinic at 
the Pennsylvania Hospital at the same time with the 
male students, the latter greeted them, on passing 
out, With demonstrations of dissatisfaction that have 
acited the newspapers. But there are two sides to 
this case. These students had the authority of the 
medical societies for refusing to receive women into 
the profession, formal resolutions to that efiect being 

nrecord. Moreover the presence of women at 
the clinics is indisputably an obstacle to satisfactory 
demonstrations, as the professors feel a delicacy in 
making full explanations, and the patients refuse to 
lave their persons expused before a mixed audience. 
While I remain in favor of all proper facilities for 
female education, I am very decidedly opposed to 
gch mixture of the sexes as this. ‘There is a wo- 
man’s hospital attache-! to the Female Medical Col- 
kge. The case is not one to be settked by mere 
newspaper bluster 
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Remonstrance Against Mixed Clinics. 

A meeting wag convened on the 15th inst., at the 
Thiversity of Pennsylvania, to con: ider the subject 
(fclinical instruction to mixed classes of male and 
female students of medicine. 

At this meeting the following remonstrance was 
manimously adopted and signed by the Faculties 
ofthe University of Pennsylvania, of Jefferson Med- 
kal College, by the Medical Stafis of various Hos- 
pials of Philadelphia, and by the members of the 
profession at large : 

REMONSTRANCK. 

The undersigned, Vrofessors in the University of 
Pennsylvania, Professors in Jefferson Medical Col- 
kge, members of the medical stafls of various hos- 
jitals of Philadelphia, and members of the medical 
profession in Philadelphia at large, out of respect 
for their profession, and for the interests of the pub- 
lic, do feel it to be their duty at the present time to 
&pe @ their convictions upon the subject of clinical 
imtruction to mixed classes of male and female stu- 
énts of medicine. 

They are induced to p esent their views upon this 
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question, which is of so grave importance to medical 
education, from the fact that it is misunderstood by 
the public. and because an attempt is now being 
made to force it before the community in a shape 
which they conceive to be injurious to the progress 
of medical science, and to the efficiency of clinical 
teaching. 

They have no hesitation in declaring that their 
deliberate conviction is adverse co conducting clini- 
cal instruction in the presence of students of both 
sexes, 

The judgment that has been arrived at is based 
upon the following considerations : 

I, Clinical instruction in practical medicine de- 
mands an examination of all the organs and parts 
of the body, as far as practicable; hence, personal 
exposure becomes for this purpose often a matter of 
absolute necessity. It cannot be assumed, by any 
right-minded person, that male patients should be 
subjected to mspection before a class of females, al- 
though this inspection may, without impropriety, be 
submitted to before those of their own sex. 

A thorough investigation, as well as demonstra- 
tion, in these cases—so necessary to render instruc- 
tion complete and effective—is, bya mixed audi- 
ence, prechudéd, while the clinical lecturer is }e- 
strained and embarrassed in his inquiries, and must. 
therefore, fall short in the conclusions whi:h be 
may draw, and in the instructions which he may 
communicate. 


II. In many operations upon male patients, ex- 
posure of the body is inevitable, and demonstrations 
must be made which are unfitted for the observa- 
tion of students of the ojposite sex. These exposi- 
tions, when made under the eye of such a con- 
joined assemblage, are shocking to the sense of de- 
cency, and entail the risk of unmanning the surgeon 
—of distracting his mind, and endangering the life 
of his patient. Besides this a lurge class of surgical 
diseases of the male is of so delicate a nature as 
altogether to forbid inspection by female students. 
Yet a complete understanding of this particular 
class of diseases is of pre-eminent importance to 
the community. Moreover, such affections can be 
thoroughly studied only in the clinics of the large 
cities, and the opportunity for studying them, so far 
from being curtailed, should be extended to the 
utmost possible degree. 

Tv those who are familiar with such cases as are 
here alluded to, it is inconceivable that females 
should ever be called to their treatment. 

IIL. By the joint participation, on the part of 
male and female students, in the instruction and in 
the demonstrations which properly belong to the 
clinical lecture-room, the barrier of respect is broken 
down, and that high estimation of womanly quali- 
ties, which should always be sustained and cherished, 
and which has its origin in domestic and social as- 
sdciations, is lost, by an inevitable and positive de- 
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moralization of the individuals concerned, thereby. 


entailing most serious detriment to the morals of 
society. 

In view of the above considerations, the under- 
signed do earnestly and solemoly protest against the 
admixture of the sexes at, clinical. instruction, in 
medicine and surgery, and do respectfully lay these 
views before the Boards of Managers of the hospi- 
tals in Philadelphia. 

November 15, 1869. 


Physicians as Dispensers of Medicines. 

A correspondent from Virginia writes to us: 

I am glad to notice the remarks of Dr, LEAVEN- 
WORTH, on page 255 of the REPorRTER. I dispense 
the greater part of my own medicines—concen- 
trated medicines, obtained from the manufacturing 
chemists of reputation, 

I once presented a prescription at an apparently 
respectable drug store, on one of the avenues in 
New York. One of the clerks said to the other in 
German, “put that poor stuff,”—referring to tinct. 
opii camph.,—“‘on the upper shelf, into his pre- 
scriptior., he wont know the difference,” He com- 
mitted the mistake of supposing that only he and 
his fellow clerk understood German, 

I frightened the clerk somewhat by threatening 
to prosecute him. 





Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Intemperance as a Disease. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER : 

The criticism in the last number of your journal 
on the report of the Committee of the State Medi- 
cal Society, on intemperance as a disease, impresses 
me as being unfair, and if you will allow me I will 
tell you and your readers why : 

You say that the committee have reported in favor 
of moderate drinking, because there is a natural 
tendency in men to use intoxicants, and that it is, 
therefore, right to usethem. Here you commit an 
error. You must have read the report very care- 
lessly to have reached such a conclusion. The re- 
port refers to constitutional tendencies in mankind 
to the use of exhilarating beverages, etc., as it might 
have spoken of constitutional tendencies in men to 
rheumatism or consumption, but it nowhere speaks 
of this tendency as being natural to a state of per- 
fect health. It enumerated coffee, tobacco, cider, 
wine, etc., as among the means of exhilaration 
which men seek, as well as of the more dangerous 
drugs which are produced from the growth of the 
fields, and used by all nations, but it do»s not say 
that people, on that account, must use them. It 
does say that “nature, human experience, our own 
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observations, and the moral law, prescribe the. 
moderation—beyond, which suffering is the. 
Moderation in the use of tea, coffee, tobacco, b 


cider, wine, etc., when used at all, is what the te 


port teaches, but it goes on to say further, 

“In view of the wide spread evils, resulting from 
the careless and indiscriminate use of such bevera- 
ges, it seems to be the province of the medical pre- 
fession to recommend only the common use of such 
as experience has proved to be safe, and abstinence 
from those known to be injurious.” Not moderate 
use but abstinence. 

The committee did not feel prepared to issue.oyr 
edict, that all mankind should abstain from exhilg, 
rants, because they had no right to interfere with the 
judgment of mankind in these matters unasked, and 
because if they had, it would have been a specimens 
of annoyance which would have deserved the con. 
tempt of the world. They, therefore, confined 
themselves to a simple statement of the fact that the 
use of intoxieants is limited to no country, clime or 
people, and that “suffering is the result” of exces, 
in such use. They advise charity and forbearanes, 
rather than abuse and ridicule in the treatment of: 
inebriates, and urge upon physicians to cultivates 
confidential relation toward patients who are. thus 
afflicted. 

It sets forth the terrible responsibility of physi- 
cians in this matter, representing them as the only 
persons who are authorized to prescribe and. dired 
the use of such articles, and presses “a caution, im 
the administration of intoxicants to persons in whom 
the tendency to excess in their use is apparent.” It 
deplores the fact, that temperance organizations 
have failed to accomplish all the good their friends 
have intended, but enters into no controversy with 
them, nor does it describe it, or doubt the sincerity 
or earnestness of their efforts. 

The Committee of the Medical Society of Pens 
sylvania, to whom this matter was duly intrusted, 
considered the subject seriously, and matured their 
report with much deliberation. They did not. ex 
pect it to be approved by those who can only see ia 
the drunkard a degraded criminal, and recognize me 
remedy for his condition, but reproach and punish 
ment. They are willing, however, to trust it to the 
medical profession, with full confideace that it will 
receive from most of our journalists a fair criticism, 
and from the profession at large thoughtful perusal. 

Yours truly, 
JOSEPH PARRISH, M., D., 
Chairman of Commitee 

[We regret that the report made the impression 
it did on our minds, but we have seen others on 
whom it made the same impression, and an excel- 
lent newspaper of Pittsburgh, (the Commercial) 
contained sometime since a lengthy review of the re- 
port founded on the same view.—Eps. Men. & 
SURG. REP.] 
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Chorea—Its Treatment. 

Eps. Mep. AND SurRG. ReEPoRTER: In the RE- 
PORTER for this week, Oct. 30th, 1869, page 268, in 
speaking of Dr. Harley’s valuable experiments on 
the use of Hemlock in Chorea, you use this lan- 
guage : “if his labors have done anything to benefit 
medicine in this direction, it is in showing that in 
the use of Conium we have a remedy for a disease— 
Chorea, or St. Vitus’ dance, which has hitherto 
baffled every effort of the physician.” The italics 
are my Own. 


Do you mean that prior to the discovery, by Dr. | 


Harley, of the value of Hemlock in Chorea, that 
“every effort” to treat the disease was a failure ? 
That aside from Hemlock we have no other eflective 
remedy? 

If you do, I reckon that many of the readers of 
your valuable journal will take issue with you. 
Your expression is strongty in contrast with an ex- 
pression once made, and repeated with emphasis by 
the late Dr. Valentine Mott. At one of his clinics 
in the winter of 1857-58, he presented to the class a 
very aggravated case of Chorea. In speaking of the 
disease and its treatment he made this somewhat 
remarkable expression: “In an experience of forty 
years, in all cases of chorea, from the mildest to the 
severest, I have never failed to cure chorea, by the 
faithful use of Fowler’s Solution.” 

I have, in an experience of over eleven years, only 
had occasion to treat ten or twelve cases of chorea. 
In every case I have used Fowler’s Solution in 
doses to suit the age and condition of the patient, 
and in no instance was there a failure to cure. I 
know this is but a limited experience, but still it 
shows some success, and that the disease has not 
“baffled every effort of the physician.” Let me in- 
stance a couple of cases. 


Case 1. Was called in 1863 to see Mrs. M. She 
was in about the fourth month of her first pregnancy. 
She had been affected with chorea more or less for a 
month. Was, when I saw her, unable to help her- 
self at the table, to wash dishes, or to do any ordi- 
nary housework. I gave her five drops of Fowler's 
Solution, after meals, and in two weeks time she 
was entirely well; and at the proper time she gave 
birth to a healthy and well developed female child. 


Case 2. About three weeks after the birth of the 
child just alluded to, I was called to see it, Had 
chorea well marked—a case of hereditary nervous 
disease. My prognosis in such a case, even with the 
Fowler’s Solution, was not very encouraging. Put 
it, however, upon the arsenic, and it was very soon 
cured. It is now over six years old—is hearty and 
without any symptoms of the disease. 

It occurs to me, if I recollect aright, that during 
the present year you recommended in your “ Re- 
plies.” in the REPORTER, in very strong terms the 
Cimicifuga (Black Cohosh) as having been very 
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successful in your hands in the treatment of the dis- 
ease in question. 

My friend, and former partner, Dr. C. L. Cham-. 
bers, of this place, speaks highly of the value of the 
Cohosh; says his experience in its use has given 
great satisfaetion. Others have found the Sulphate 
of Zinc answers well. 

Can it be true, therefore, that St. Vitus’ dance is 
a disease which, without couium, has “ baffled every 
eYort of the physician ?” 

JosiaAH F, KENNEDY, M. D. 

Tipton, Iowa ; 

[We are far from ignoring the occasional value of 
arsenic in chorea, and we are equally far from re- 
garding it with the same confidence as Dr. Mort, 
and Dr. KENNEDY. We have used it persistently, 
boldly, and faithfully, without any favorable effect 
in some cases we have treated. We have also known 
several, and one very remarkable case, in which it 
succeeded perfectly. But has any remedy ever been 
tried in chorea of which this may not besaid? The 
disease is a puzzle, and the variety of opinion as to 
its treatment alluded to by our correspondent seems 
to prove the correctness of the expression we used. 
—EpDs.] 


————____—. —~@ ———- = 


News AND MISCELLANY. 


The Onandaga Statue. 

Mr. Palmer, the sculptor, has visited the “ Giant” 
at Syracuse. He was accompanied by Mr. Brown, 
the sculptor of Newburgh, and Prof. Armsby of the 
Albany Medical College. They will probably pub- 
lish a report of their examination. A reporter of 
The Syracuse Journal gathers the following opinions 
from these gentlemen as they were couversing on 
the subject: Dr. Armsby pronounced the statue, in 
its anatomy, a perfect model of a human body. Mr, 
Palmer and Mr. Brown said there are tool marks on 
the chest and legs, that the implements used were 
not stone or flint, but sculptor’s tools of steel. These 
marks are exceedingly fresh where the legs are con- 
nected. The minute punctures, which have im- 
pressed many spectators with the belief that they 
were the papill2 of the human body, Mr. Palmer 
imputed to some chemical action of the soil. Both 
sculptors pronounced it a most extraordinary work 
of art, and the artist a great genius. 


Fossil Remains. 

A skull of immense proportions with horns at- 
tached was recently discovered on the Merced River, 
in Mariposa county, California. The horns are 
round, smooth, symmetrical, hollow at the base, and 
permanent. The teeth are eight on each side, but 
united, constituting a solid row. The first five ae 
rather sharply serrated, and the last three molars 
are considerably flattened for grinding. The head 
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and horns weigh together 320 pounds. The horns 
measure five feet four inches in length, and 28 inches 
im circumference. 

Three interesting fossils have recently been found 
in the township of Seymour, Canada. The first is 
apparently a petrified human head, which shows 
the tongue, eye-balls, and muscles of the face, the 
head having the reddish-brown appearance of an 
ore of iron. The other relics are the foot and leg 
of a young girl, about ten years old, and a section 
of meat from the side of an ox, showing three ribs. 


A materialist surgeon of Paris lately showed to 
one of his friends one of his instruments, the handle 
of which was carved in bone. ‘“ Do you know,” he 
asked, “of what this handle is made?” ‘Of ivory, 
I suppose.” “No,” said the doctor, while tears 
almost choaked his voice, “it is the thigh-bone of 
my poor aunt.” 


Apparatus for Spirit-rappers. 

W. G. Faulkner, philosophical instrument maker 
in London, has written a letter to the Standard, in 
which he states that, for many years, he bas made 
large sales of magnets and batteries, contrived to 
be hid under the floor, or in the cupboards, or 
under or in the center of the support of tables, and 
the like. In connection with these he has supplied 
large quantities of prepared wire, to be placed under 
the carpet, or behind the wainscot, or in other 
places of concealment. All these, he has no doubt, 
have been used for the purpose of “ spirit-rapping.” 
He has also been employed to make magnets and 
batteries expressly for the pocket, which, of course, 
can be made to rap in any part of the room; also 
drums and bells which will beat and ring at com- 
mand. 


Hydrogenium. 

The Chemical Section of the Lyceum of Natural 
History met recently at No. 58 Madison avenue, New 
York, and listened to the reading of the following pa- 
pers: On the Action of Sunlight on the Salts of Urani- 
um, by Dr. H. C. Bolton; on Hydrogenium, by Dr. A. 
R. Gallatin; and a Preliminary Note on the Study 
and Classification of Carbon and the Carbo-Hydro_ 
gen Minerals, by Prof. Henry Wurtz. All of the 
papers were of interest and importance, and com- 
manded full attention. Dr. Bolton showed how 
several of the salts of uranium might be used in- 
stead of the salts of silver in taking photographic 
pictures, of which he exhibited several of various 
colors, different tints being produced by different 
salts employed as developers. Dr. Gallatin had 
studied under the celebrated Dr. Graham, of Lon- 
don, and participated in the ardor of that great 
chemist to establish the truth of the hypothesis that 
hydrogen isa metal. He treated the subject in a 
very clear and interesting manner. Between twenty 
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and thirty persons were present, Prof. Newberry 
occupying the chair. The meetings are deserving 
of a fuller attendance. 


Can this be so? 

We cut the following item from the New York 
Tribune. If the facts are as represented, it is dis- 
graceful, and the perpetrator of such an outrage 
should be disowned by the profession. 

Several years ago a gentleman from Boston be- 
came acquainted with and married a young lady 
from Hartland, Me. It has been the custom of the 
wife to visit her parents every summer, and while 
on her visit last summer was taken ill and died, 
The husband was in Buffalo, New York, on busi- 
ness, and upon receiving a letter from his wife that 
she was quite sick, started immediately for Hart- 
land, but his wife had died the day before his arri- 
val. Early the next day the physician called for. his 
pay. The husband, who had suddenly left home, 
was not prepared for such an emergency, but told 
the physician that he would pay his bill immediately 
upon his arrival in Boston. At Waterville a sheriff 
entered the cars and arrested him, by order of the 
doctor, for the small bill he had against him. 
Through the aid of some friends, who chanced to be 
near, the matter was adjusted, and the husband 
went upon his way, but probably not with a very 
exalted idea of Hartfand doctors. 


The Medico-Legal Society of New York. 


At the regular monthly meeting of the Medico- 
Legal Society of New York, held on the evening 
of the 11th inst. at the College of Physicians, 
Dr. Finnell exhibited the heart of a woman, 
lately deceased, that was a complete mass of fatty 
substance. The muscular fibers of the heart had 
entirely disappeared, thereby interfering with the 
healthy action of that organ. The woman died 
from over-excitement ata reiigious meeting, but any 
other unusual occurrence might have had the same 
effect. Dr. Rogers said that if the woman had been 
turned with her head down, it would in all proba- 
bility have saved her life. The legal interest cen- 
tering 1n this case lay in its being so similar to the 
frequent cases of mysterious death arising from 
slight assaults and slighter injuries, and in most of 
these cases death would be proved to have taken 
place, not so much from violence, as from heart 
disease. Wm. Schrady read a paper on “The Law 
in reference to Suicide and Intemperance in Life 
Insurance.” It was hardly more than a citing of 
the English and American cases on the subject. 
The English cases did not agree with some of the 
New York cases and Massachusetts decisions, the 
English Courts giving a much more strict interpre- 
tation to the clauses of the insurance policy than 
the American tribunals appear to do. Ina case in 
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the New York Courts turning on the point of acci- 
dent or suicide, the Court overruled questions in 
regard to the Atheistic tendency of the deceased, 
the Company having attempted to prove suicide on 
that ground. 


An Ingenious Method for Drying Vegetable 
and Animal Substances. 


A method recently adopted for drying vegeta- 
ble and animal substances, consists in filling a vessel 
half full with fused chloride of calcium, pouring 
ether upon it, and then placing above it a vessel con- 
taining the material to be dried. The vessel is placed 
upon a glass plate, and over thisa_bell-glass, fitting 
completely to its surface. The chloride of calcium 
abstracts the moisture from the ether, which then 
constantly takes away a new quantity from the sub- 
stance in the vessel above, until it is quite dry, Ar- 
ticles dried in this manner have quite a different ap- 
pearance from those from which the moisture is re- 
moved by the ordinary process, vegetables retaining 
their natural color, and animal substances their elas- 
ticity and flexibility. 


A Valuable Cement. 

Glycerine and_litharge, mixed into a paste, fur- 
nish an extremely firm cement for iron andstone, 
as well as fastening iron to iron, and is said to be 
particularly adapted to fixing iron to stone, as for 
railways, etc. The material hardens very quickly, 
and must, therefore, be used at once. Itis insoluble 
in water, and only attacked by concentrated acids. 
Articles joined with it can be used ina very few 
hours afterwards. Sandstone blocks, joined by this 
<ement, have broken in a fresh fracture, rather than 
at the point of the union of the original surfaces. 
Very dry litharge does not form so good a cement 
as that which has absorbed a considerable amount 
of water. Only the purest material ‘s to be used. 


Benefits of Vaccination, 

Previous to the introduction of vaccination the 
annual death rate from small-pox was 3000 to the 
million, which has been gradually reduced in 
Europe, in proportion to its being made compulsory ; 
and last year the rate was only 202 to the million, 


Bequest to the German Hospital. 

John Klingler, a German, who has no relatives in 
this country, died recently in this city, and in his 
will, which was admitted to probate, bequeathed 
his property to the German Hospital, His estate 
8 valued at about $800. 


——Sugar beet cultivation has been commenced in 
California on an extensive scale, and experienced 
workmen and the best machinery for making sugar, 
have been imported into the country from France. 
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——The College Courant says: “ Albert Smith, 
M. D., of Petersboro’, N. H., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics in Dartmouth College, 
contemplates resigning at the close of the present 
term. He is now giving his last course of lectures. 
He has filled the chair for fifteen years, Dr. Smith 
graduated at Darmtouth College in 1825 andin the 
medical department in 1833. His professional repu- 
tation is a high one, and his place will be difficult to 
supply.” ° 


—Dr. Jetur R. Riggs, a prominent physician of 
Paterson, N. J., and formerly member of Congress 
from the Fourth District of New Jersey, died Nov. 
5th, at Drakesville, Sussex county. He was elected 
State Senator from Passaic county on a Whig and 
Independent Democratic ticket in 1855; and to 
Congress in 1858 on an Anti-Lecompton ticket. over 
John Huyler, Democrat. He will be buried at 
Drakesville. 


——MEDICAL ANECDOTE.—The late Dr. Jenner 
having discontinued his professional visits toa patient 
on account of her improved condition, sent a couple 
of ducks to the mother of the convalescent lady, 
accompanying the present with the following note : 


** I’ve despatched, my dear madam, this scrap of a letter 
To say that Miss Lucy is very much better, 

A regular doctor no longer she lacks, 

And therefore I’ve sent her a couple of ‘ quacks.’ ” 


The lady addressed returned thanks with this: 


** Yes, ’twas polite, truly, my very good friend, 

Thus ‘ a couple of quacks’ to your patient tosend ; 
Since there’s nothing so likely as ‘ quacks,’ it is plain, 
To make work for a ‘ regular doctor’ again. 





Army and Navy News. 


The Staff and the Line. 

It is stated that the Secretary of the Navy has de- 
termined to make a thorough investigation of the 
existing differences between the officers of the line 
and the staff in the Navy, so that in the forthcoming 
annual report he will be able to present to Congress 
the views of an unprejudiced person on the subject. 
Accordingly, a board consisting of six Naval offi- 
cers, selected from the chief of the bureaus in the 
Navy Department, was appointed and authorized to 
examine into the questions at issue, and report to 
Mr. Robeson. The board will be composed of the 
following persons: Commodore Melancthon Smith, 
Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting 
Commodore; James Alden, Chief of the Bureau of 
Navigation; Commodore A, L. Chase, Chief of the 
Bureau of Ordnance; Captain Daniel Ammen, 
Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks; Chief 
Engineer James W. King, Chief of the Bureau of 
Steam Engineering; and Surgeon Wm. Maxwell 
Wood, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Sur 
gery. The Board will convene immediately, 
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NEOROLOGICAL Notice OF JosEPH R. Coan, M. D., 
1829-1868. 


The subject of this notice was born in Lebanon, Pa., 
December 4th, 1829. His father, the venerable P. Coad, 
was for many years a professor in one of our institutions, 
and lectured on the sciences. His maternal grandfather 
was the late Matthias J. O’Conway, formerly a professor | 
of languages. 





It would appear that the healing art was a favorite pur- | 
suit in his family, inasmuch as four of his uncles were 
physicians, and it is said that even in early life he evinced 
a decided taste for anatomical knowledge. 

The “‘ art preservative of all arts” was selected as his 
vocation, though even while at the printer’s case he em- 
braced every opportunity to acquire knowledge on sub- 
jects connected with medicine. When the cholera raged 
epidemically in Philadelphia, in the summer of 1849, he 
attached himself to the Southwark Hospital, and re- 
mained at his post day and night, assiduously laboring to 
assuage the anguish of those who became inmates of that 
institution, and materially aided the attending physicians, 
Drs. D. F. Condie and M. W. Dickeson, who were then on 
duty at that post. 


Soon after this he commenced to attend the lectures at 
Jefferson Medical College, though he did not graduate 
mntil the year 1856. 

In 1849 he accompanied his fathor in a tour througb the 
west, and an epidemic of erysipelas having broken out in 
a portion of Ohio, the physicians invited him to aid them 
in attending the cases, and inducements were held out to 
him to remain and practice medicine there. His aftection 
for his native State, and particularly tor Philadelphia, 
eaused him to decline these flattering offers, and he 
shortly returned to Philade!phia. 

In March, 1856, the Jefferson Medical College granted 
him the degree of Doctor of Medicine, from which time 
until his death he labored faithfully in his profession. 

The same feeling which actuated his grandfather, as a 
member of Zeigler’e regiment in the Indian War, and his 
uncles (one of whom acted as surgeon in the war of 1512, 
and was present at the battle of New Orleans, while 
another died in defending the cause of liberty in South 
America), also prompted him to respond to a call of the 
Sargeon General, and in September, 1862, he accompa- 
nied a number of physicians to Hagerstown, and devoted 
himself to the care of the sick and wounded. It is said, 
that on the approach of the rebels, Drs. Coad and Geo. 
W. Nebinger were the only ones who remained at their | 
posts, though in hourly expectation of being made pris- 
oners. 


Dr. Coad was for many years a member of the Board 
of Health of Philadelphia, and in July, 1857, was elected 
its President, following the late Dr. Wilson Jewell in that 
office. 


He became a member of the County Medical Society on 
October 17th, 1860, and was selected as a delegate to rep- 
resent it in the Medical Society of the State of Pennsy!- 
vania in the year 1865, at its session held at Altoona, and 
also the American Medical Association, at its session of | 
the same year held in the city of Boston. At his death, 
he was borne on the rolls of both these societies as a per- 
manent member. 


He died in March, 1868, of typhoid fever, leaving a wife 
and four little ones to mourn their great bereavement.— 
From the Trans. Med. Soc. of Penn’a—by request. 
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[Notices inserted in this column gratis 
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.] 
MARRIED. 


GEoRGE -HOWELLS.—On the 11th inst., at the residence 


| of the bride’s parents, Hamilton, Ohio, by the Rev. John 
| Goddard, Mr. Zachary T. Geo 


e, of Cincinnati, and Miss 
Mpyrtie R., daughter of Dr. H. C. Howells. 


KNIGHT—MARLATT.—Near New Hampton, N. J., on 
the 3d inst., by the Rev. John B. Kugler, M. B. Knight, 
M. D.. of Little York, N. J., and Mary A., only daughter 
of Paul Marlatt, Esq. 


NEWBOLD—PaTTERsON.—On the 1ith inst., at the 
Church of the Saviour, West Philadelphia, by the Rev. 
Stephen H. Tyng, D. D., Thomas M. Newbold and Miss 
Carrie B., daughter of the late Henry S. Paterson, M. D., 
both of this city. 


Noonan—THOMAS.—On the 9th inst., by Rev. Dr, John 
Foley, of St. Martin’s Church, Baltimore, Dr. F. H. 
Noonan, of Covington, Ky., and Fanny, daughter of L. 
M. Thomas, Esq., of Frederick City, Maryland. 


ScotTtT—REEVEs.—On the 10th inst., by the Rev. John 
Scott, D. D., William A. Scott and Jessie, daughter of 
Dr. W. H. Reeves, all of Clarke county, Ohio. 


WricHtT—KooGLer.—On the 4th inst., at the residence 
of Dr. Koogler, by the Rev. A. Parker, Mr. Curtis Wright 
and Miss Nira Koogjer, both of Connersville, Indiana. 


Gast—BeEcuTLe.—At the house of the bride’s father, 
John A. Bechtel, Esq., by his Honor the Mayor, Dr. J. 
R. —— Miss Mollie M. Bechtle, both of Philadelpha. 
No cards. 


GREENLEAF—ATKINSON.—On the 1lith inst., at the 
residence of the bride’s mother, by the Kev. M. Allison, 
Dr. R. P. Greenleaf, of Wi!mington, Del., to Miss L. E, 
Atkinson, of Thompsontown, Juniata county, Pa. 


METZGAR—LLOyD.—On Thursday evening, 28th ult. 
at the Presbyterian Church, by the Rev. D. Harbinson, 
L. R. Metzgar, M. D., of Pittsburg, and Miss Jennie M. 
Lloyd, of Salem }4 Roads, Pa. 


DIED. 


CLARK.—At his residence, in Lower Merion, Mont- 
ow county, Pa.,on the 12th inst., Jonathan Clark, 


CuYyLer.—At Oglethorpe Barracks, Savannah, Ga., on 
the 2d inst., Brevet Major William Clarendon Cuyler, 
United States Army, Lieutenant Third Artillery, son 
General John M. Cuyler, Surgeon United States Army, 
and grandson of the late Mr. Justice Wayne, of the 
United States Supreme Court. 


Rice.—At Patchogue, L. I.,on the 12th inst., after a 
brief illness, Oiiver W. Rice, M. D. 


WoopxvuLt.—On the 18th inst., in Camden, N. J., Joha 
T. Woodhull, M. D., in the 84th year of his age. 








METEOROLOGY. 
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